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The Italian Team in Tokorozawa

Anna RICCARDI

Head of Team Services
Sport and Olympic Programme Area

Comitato Olympico Nazionale Italiano

Significance of the camp to the Italian Team and their preparations

The camp in Tokorozawa was highly significant for the Italian Team - it had the unique combination of
being able to host the Swimming, the Fencing and the Athletics teams, the three most high numbered teams
of our delegation, plus some other small sport contingencies, inside the campus by living on spot in the
newly built dormitory that could also serve all diet needs of the athletes.

We considered ourselves fortunate to have these chances and we believe we were the one and only NOC
who could provide this level of services to the team during the preparation period in Japan

The renovation works to the swimming pool, to the indoor hall and to the track brought excellent training
conditions.

The whole project was commonly agreed and the great cooperation with the top management, and in
particular, Mr Takahashi, of the campus in the years was really highly appreciated. All efforts were done to
come to terms with our needs. Our teams could test and train at the Waseda campus even in the

approaching years to the Games.

Achievements and outcomes of the Pre-Games Training Camp initiative

The main achievement was that excellent training opportunities were given to the Italian Athletes even in
the most difficult conditions caused by the pandemic. We believe the Waseda Tokorozawa campus was the
key to success of many of our best athletes - as you know, this edition of the Games brought out historical

results to our country never ever achieved before.

Expected further collaboration with Waseda University and Tokorozawa City
[ believe that the good relationship will bring new outcomes. Even if nothing is planned yet, I am quite
convinced that the Italian Sporting Federations who attended the campus will consider Waseda University

and Tokorozawa City in their future plans.

On behalf of CONI and the Italian Sport Federations, THANKS!
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FENE T AN 0B

The Refugee Olympic Team
in Waseda

Olivier NJAMKEY

Associate Director
Olympic Solidarity
Athletes and Sport Development Division, I0C

The International Olympic Committee has been working with Waseda University, in coordination with the
Japanese Olympic Committee, to prepare in the lead up to the Tokyo Olympics, training opportunities for the
Refugee Olympic Team, referred to by the French acronym, EOR, for a multi-sport training camp to prepare
this very special group of athletes and their coaches.

Despite the global pandemic, and the challenges that Japan as a country, and Tokyo as a city, faced to host
the Olympic and Paralympic Games, Waseda University in coordination with Shinjuku Ward and
neighbouring communities took on the challenge to organise a training camp for the 29 Refugee Athletes as
well as their coaches and support staff. The support as well of the United National High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) through the international and national office in Japan was of critical importance to make
this possible.

The Refugee Athlete Scholarship-holders came from 13 host countries - Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
France, Germany, Israel, Kenya, Portugal, the Netherlands, Trinidad and Tobago, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom - and represented 12 sports: athletics, badminton, boxing, canoeing, cycling, judo, karate,
taekwondo, sport of shooting, swimming, weightlifting, and wrestling.

Waseda University coordinated all aspects of the arrival, transport, accommodation, meals and, most
importantly, training so that the Refugee Athletes could prepare in the best possible condition for the Tokyo
Olympics. Due to delays in the arrival of the team because of Covid, not all the athletes were able to take
advantage of the training camp provided by Waseda.

The team has achieved many personal bests at the Olympics, due in part to the training camp provided by
the University. These results included several diploma results (Top Eight) from athletes in Karate,
Taekwondo and Wrestling.

Additionally, the welcome from the University of Waseda, Shinjuku Ward as well as the communities of
Kawaguchi City and Toda City provide the team with the special experience of connecting with the Japanese
sporting community. The generosity, energy and time of everyone who made this possible was greatly
appreciated by the Refugee Olympic Team as well as by the International Olympic Committee.

Waseda University and the International Olympic Committee will continue to build on this strong
collaboration and have mutually signed a Memorandum of Understanding to continue to work together. The
goal of this Memorandum of Understanding is to support athletes and coaches to grow and develop and to
foster the exchanges between different countries and cultures.

This training camps has served as example of outreach and inclusion in the face of adversity and of the
Olympic theme of being ‘Stronger Together'.
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