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An Olympic medal is one of the most coveted items in existence. People spend decades, often
agonizing ones, working to obtain one. The life stories of so many are defined by the pursuit of
these metal medallions, and those same stories are what inspire and bring millions of us
together.

And now, thanks to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Medal Project not anly do the athletes inspire with
their stories, but each medal itself has a story of it's own! The best part is that each citizen has a
chance 1o contribute 10 the story, to raise awareness about a sustainable future and to make a
unigue contribution. And, most excitingly, they have a chance to be part of the Olympic journey.

The weight of a medal around your neck is always a good weight. And when an athlete at Tokyo
wins a medal, the weight of it will not be from the gold, silver, or bronze; it will be the weight of a
nation. The awesomeness of this project makes me want to come out of retirement and
compete for one

| have always been a fan of people who do things differently; of those who try to move the
needle in a positive way. | am a fan of Tokyo 2020.
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Ashton Eaton
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Tokyo 2020 Olympics: Medals to be made
from mobile phones

|

Organisers hope to gather eight tonnes of metal to create the two tonnes of gold, silver and bronze
required for medals

Olympic and Paralympic medals for the Tokyo 2020 Games will be made
from recycled mobile phones.

The Japanese public will be asked to donate old phones and small appliances
to gather two tonnes of gold, silver and bronze for the 5,000 medals

The project hopes to promote sustainability and reduce costs

"A project that allows the people of Japan to take part in creating the medals is
really good," said Tokyo 2020 sports director Koji Murofushi

"There's a limit on the resources of our earth, so recycling these things will
make us think about the environment.”

Collection boxes will be placed in local offices and telecoms stores from April
and will remain there until the metal required has been collected

Members of Japan's Olympic organising committee tabled the idea to
government officials and companies in 2016.

Olympic host cities have traditionally obtained the metal from mining firms.

But Japan, which lacks its own mineral resources, is keen to take the theme of
a sustainable future a step further.

SPORTS NEWS Fe

Tokyo medals to be made from recycled
donated metal
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Awomanis sihouetted against a monitor showing Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics emble:
0 Metr ment Building in Tokyo, Japan, September 21, 2016.
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By Elaine Lies | TOKYO

The medals for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics will be forged from recycled metal from old mobile
phones and appliances donated by the general public to give them a sense of direct involvement in
the Games, organisers said on Wednesday.

The move is also part of an effort to promote sustainability and save costs after the budget for the
event ballooned to more than 3 trillion yen ($26.5 billion) at one point, though organisers reduced
that sum to $16.8 billion late last year.

The Tokyo 2020 organising committee hopes to gather as much as eight tonnes of metal -- 40 kg
of gold, 2,920 kg of silver and 2,994 kg of bronze -- from outdated mobile phones and small
household appliances donated by people across Japan.

This effort, the first of its kind for the Olympics, will ultimately result in two tonnes of metal,
enough to make all 5,000 Olympic and Paralympic medals.

“There's quite  limit on the resources of our earth, and so recycling these things and giving them a
new use will make us all think about the environment," Tokyo 2020 Sports Director Koji Murofushi
told a news conference.

"Having a project that allows all the people of Japan to take part in creating the medals that will be
hung around athletes' necks is really good," the 2004 Athens Olympics hammer throw gold
medalist added.

"It will become quite a big memory for children, who think that something they gave may have
been part of creating those medals.”

From April, collection boxes will be installed in local offices and the stores of telecoms firm NTT
DoCoMo Inc, which will partner with firm Japan Center for

the project.

5| F; Reutersth— LR—2
http://in.reuters.com/article/olympics—tokyo-medals—idINKBN15G456
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